
What Is a Short Essay? 
A short essay is any literary essay piece with the objective of either presenting an idea, 

exposing a topic, or persuading a reader. It is called a short essay in the sense that the way 

that a certain topic is presented is congested but still focuses on the goal of making the 

audience understand the whole point of the essay. 

Short essays still follow the pattern of having the introduction, the body, and the conclusion 

are parts of the essay although compared to a normal formal essay, it is shortened. The 

body of a short essay could be limited to a paragraph but should contain the whole 

presentation of the topic. 

How to Write a Short Essay 
Short essays still take the form of formal essays because the parts need to be included in it. 

1. Write the introduction. 
The introduction of a short essay should be brief yet effective. With two to three sentences, 

you should be able to catch the reader’s interest.  

2. Compose the body. 

The body of your short story should be limited to one paragraph. You can write a maximum 

of ten sentences, but short ones, and it should not be a minimum of three. Once you think 

you have presented enough explanation, then you can consider going to the next step. 

3. Draw a conclusion. 
Write a two to three sentence essay conclusion. This should be enough to restate your main 

point. 



Tips for a Short Essay 
When you write a short essay, you need to remember that there are no elements to be 

sacrificed. Short essays draw more impact on readers because the topic is presented 

straightforward.  

1. Be direct to the point. 
Remember that you need to be able to make your reader get the whole point of your essay 

without having to say too many words.  

2. Create a mind-map. 

Mind-mapping helps you easily present your thoughts. Try to practice it and use it to your 

advantage. 

3. Do your research. 
The key to an effective essay writing is a short essay to have a substantial amount of 

information. Research about your topic so you can select the most important ideas to write. 

 

 


