Descriptive Essay About an Object

Very few paintings today are as popular as Leonardo da Vinci’'s Mona Lisa. There may
be very many painters today, some of whom may be more skilled than Leonardo;
however, there is yet to be a painter who can express facial features on a piece of art as
Leonardo did. For instance, Mona Lisa’s smile has been a subject of much debate,
given the many articles that have been written to try and describe this smile. Leonardo’s
other work of art, christened the Lady with Ermine, also presents facial features in an
outstanding manner.

An examination of the Mona Lisa in the present day reveals that the painting has indeed
had better days. The original color of the painting appears faded and is almost gone and
this is perhaps the reason why the original painting has been repainted at least three
times. The painting does not appear to be clean and this can be observed in the
greenish glaze on the painting. The repainting of the painting and the greenish glaze
makes the painting somewhat different from what Leonardo originally painted. In a bid
to understand the Mona Lisa, artists have continued to question the identity of Mona
Lisa.

The Mona Lisa has so far been associated with more than 10 different women and
some professionals have even stated that she may have been a lover of Leonardo.
Some artists have even proposed that the painting depicts a boy and not necessarily a
woman as it so obviously appears to be. Some of the interesting descriptions of the
painting are that it is Leonardo’s mother, Catherina, his daughter, or even his son.
Some artists have even recently described the painting as a self-portrait. Despite its age
and the confusion over who is depicted in the painting, the Mona Lisa is still regarded as
one of the most popular paintings in the world of today. The painting has indeed stood
the test of time and has been written about and reproduced more than any other
painting in the world.

The famous painting is currently being exhibited in the Louvre museum, Paris, in a
temperature and humidity controlled box that has been embedded in concrete. The
museum protects the painting using two sheets of bulletproof glass that have been triple
laminated. Even with this high level of care and security accorded to the painting, the
museum has placed a couple of guards next to the painting whose main job is to control
the flow of the crowd. Given the high level of protection and care granted to the Mona
Lisa painting, it is accurate to state that the authentic Mona Lisa is difficult to see. This
is especially so because of the huge crowd of tourists who gather in front of this painting
every day when the museum is open as well as the numerous flashes from the cameras



of the tourists. More than nine million tourists flock the museum on an annual basis just
to get a glimpse of the famous painting.



